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Welcome

Our newsletter contains impor-
tant news and information for
all customers, friends, and
family of Alamo Music Center.
We would like to be as helpful
as possible, so if you have any
suggestions, questions, or com-
ments, please give us a call.

Store Hours
Downtown: 9:30am to 6:00pm
(Monday through Saturday)
Babcock: 10:00am to 7:00pm
(Monday through Friday)
Saturday: 10:00am to 6:00pm

Phone and Email:
Downtown: (210) 224 - 1010
800- 822- 5010
Babcock: (210) 525 -1010
800- 237-5010

Email: inffo@alamomusic.com
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People who learn to play music do so for lots
of reasons and

Learning music and how to play an instrument
makes a person grow in more ways than can
be imagined. Music education, on an individ-
ual basis, is far more rewarding than ex-
pected.

There was large evidence of the value and
beauty of playing and learning music at the
Texas Music Educators Association Conven-
tion, held in San Antonio in February. The
main focus of the Convention was perform-
ances of all kinds of music. The dialogues and
the conversations that were shared brought
about a unity for thos
sic.

Each of us, in the vocation of music, has a
distinct and unique way of enjoying our music
and sharing it. This remarkable, one of a
kind view, once voiced, makes an impact on
those!we touch. Music makes events in daily
life more beautiful, stirs emotions, and cre-
ates excitement.

At Alamo Music Center, we consider our-
selves educators, missionaries and propo-
nents for music and musical works of all
kinds. The skills, knowledge, and happenings
we encounter each day, provides inspiration
that makes our personal music more meaning-
appears in our
ful. This inspiration motivates our customers

wedre all

by Alfredo Flores, Jr.

I'and disciples to create and express themselves
‘ through music in different ways.

i Please allow me to suggest some ways we can

assist you here at Alamo Music:

e Guide you to the
choice;

instrument of your

Deliver the products you choose and pur-
chase;

e Teach you how to play the instrument;

e Keep you advised about music products and
events through our service, website and
newsletter;

e Repair your products using the expertise
of masterful craftsmen;

e  Partner with suppliers to present the best
musical instruments.

We see ourselves as educators in all aspects of
music. We will continue to bring mu-
sic education to each and every person who
wants to make music.

| encourage each of you to look at the
www.nammfoundation.org website. Click on
REASERCH. The great values of playing music
for physical wellness are shown. Music builds
brain power and memory. It lowers stress lev-
els. Playing music enables social skills and con-
fidence levels in growing children..

All this said, | end with our motto, theme and
maxim; the first and last reason we are all in
the music business is simply because...
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http://www.nammfoundation
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Silence is the fabric upon
which the notes are
woven.

Lawrence Duncan

Play more Music and be a
missionary  yourself f
encourage those who
think music is only for
listening to come in and
start learning. We will
teach them to play and
get them the instrument
they need. It will be a
life changing experience
when they enjoy what
they never thought possi-
bl eé&6WOW! 6

Alfredo Flores, Jr.
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Music is what life sounds
like.

Eric Olson

10TH ARNIVERS ARy Volume 1, Issue 2

=
OMusi ¢c I n the School sé6 Ci
Showcases Local Talent

Competition awards schools $12,000 in Educational Scholarships in Partnership with the U.S. Army All - American Bow/

SAN ANTONIO, Texas 0 Feb. 8, 2010 & Despite the below freezing temperatures, high

school music students from all over Bexar and surrounding counties converged on Sunset Station

January 8, 2010, to compete in the first ever U.S. Army Drum Line and Mariachi Contest. The

event took place in coordination with the San Antonio based non -pr of i t organizatior
The Schools. o

Twelve high schools from the greater San Antonio area competed for boasting rights to be
named the first U.S. Army All -American Bowl contest winners. All twelve participating schools
received educational scholarships to benefit their music departments. Scholarship money was
made possible by the U.S. Army All -American Bowl and Firstmark Credit Union. The contest
featured two music categories, Drum Line and Mariachi Band.

Each school competed before a live audience at the Lone Star Pavilion at Sunset Station. The

star-st udded judgesd panel and text votes from the a
category. . —

Mariachi Contest: 1 ® place Fox Tech High School,
2" place Highlands High School,
3" place Southwest High School;
Drum Line Contest: 1 *' place Steele High School,
2" place Brandeis High School,
3" place Southside High School.

Lynette Brehm, Director, Music in the Schools

OWe want to help as many schools as possible,éd sa
Schools,anon-pr of it organi zation. 0Students |l ove to cor
chance to perform in a fun environment and win cas

For ten years, the U.S. Army All -American Bow! has served as the preeminent launching pad for
Americads future college and NFL stars.

Music In The Schools is a 501(c)(3) non -profit organization, founded by local musician, Lynette
Brehm. Our mission is to support music programs in the state of Texas so that every child has
the opportunity to participate in a diverse and rich music curriculum .

0Our mission is to assist the music programs in th
Founder, Lynette Brehm

For more information and photos from the event visit: www.musicintheschools.com.

For more information on the U.S. Army All  -American Bowl and its related events, visit ~ www.usarmyallamericanbowl.com and
www.goarmy.com/events/aab .

For interviews and information on Music In The Schools, call: 210  -386-8065 or email info@musicintheschools.com .
For interviews and information on the U.S. Army, call: 952  -346-6133 or email christina.smith@webershandwick.com .



http://www.musicintheschools.com
http://www.usarmyallamericanbowl.com
http://www.goarmy.com/events/aab
mailto:info@musicintheschools.com
mailto:christina.smith@webershandwick.com
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YAMAHA Clavinova Festival

Coming to Town!

Are you ready for your moment in the spotlight? For the thunderous applause
in appreciation of a performance well
a pat on the back? Well, then, your moment is here!

Now is the time to sign up for the Alamo Music Center Yamaha Clavinova Festi-
PR vall This is your once -in-a-lifetime opportunity to hear the roar of the crowd
OVNAINON N and some reall y great music, and
RN AN also meet other musicians who have the same enthusiastic appreciation for the
keyboard. And best of all, youdl|l
ing keyboard YAMAHA has to offer fi the YAMAHA Clavinova CVP Digital Piano. So, what is a
Clavinova Festival?

Alamo Music Center and Yamaha will present a Clavinova Festival on Saturday, April 17th and
Sunday, April 18th, 2010, throughout both days. A Clavinova Festival is a show of performers
demonstrating what is musically possible on the instrument, pushing auditory limits and per-

formerds capabilities. It is a collection of
performance crafted from originality and scul
in a piano recital or o0combod with background

trio to ensemble) or simply perform a vocal piece using
a vocal harmonizer.

Now is the time to prepare, practice, and register for

the Festival. Music students of all ages are welcome,
the only requirement is to have fun and perform on the
Yamaha CVP Clavinova. Teachers are encouraged to reg-
ister all of their students in the Festival, but students
without a teacher can participate by contacting Alamo
Music Center directly (ask for Ted Barsalou 224  -1010).
Rehearsal time is available from Alamo Music Center at
both store locations; however, participating teachers
sponsoring students will have the latest editions of the
Clavinova available for use in their studio. Registra-
tion cost only $12.00 and includes T -shirt, Sunglasses,
Certificate and a promotional gift.

For more on Clavinova Fun Festival, visit: www.yamaha.com/clavinovafestival

For more on the Clavinova, visit: www.yamaha.com

For more on us, visit: www.alamomusic.com
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YAMAHA Clavinova Festival Enrollment Form

Performerds Name:
Performerds Address:
City, State, Zip:

Performerds Phone:

Parent/Guardian's Name:

Parent/ Guardiand6s Address:

Parent/ Guardiands Email address:

Teacher 6s Name:
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Music produces a kind of
pleasure which human
nature cannot do without.

Confucius

Everyone
deserves music

Orchestral music is one
of the glories of the
world.

Georg Solti

Name of Song:

What Clavinova feature (s) is the performer using?

(i.e. background rhythm, layering sound, keyboard split, Vocal Harmony)

Registration fee: $12.00 Send to Alamo Music Center Clavinova Festival 425 N. Main San Antonio, Texas 78205

When words leave off,
music begins.

Heinrich Heine
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Music expresses feeling and

thought, without language; Music Education Aids Children's Speech, Language Skills
it was below and before
speech, and it is above and by Deborah Mitchell,  contributing writer to www.emaxhealth.com

beyond all words.

Music education can have a significant i mpact on child
speech and improving their language skills. Nina Kraus, Hugh Knowles Professor of Neurobiology, Physiol-

ogy and Communication Sciences at Northwestern University believes that despite hard financial times,

school districts should not cut music education from their K -12 curriculum.

Robert G. Ingersoll

CONGRATULATIONS!

T}ic'f“d Goetezke | was Kraus, who presented her research and the research of other neuroscientists at the American Associa-
the first person to call in tion for the Advancement of Science __annual meeting on Saturday, February 20, suggests music education

and correctly identify the - - K
number of times the word can help both normally developing children as well as those who have autism or other challenges. Many

omusicé appear ed studyresulisrsupport this idea.
| ast newsl etter. OMusicé
appeared a total of 87

times in our last issue A study from the University of London, for example, evaluated 4 - and 5-year-old children and found that
See if YOU can be ou.r they have implicit knowledge of Western harmony, and that children who receive musical training show
lucky winner this issue! enhanced language skills, especially in memory for words.

Meanwhile, Mr. Goetezke
has a $50 gift certificate

from Alamo Music Center A recent study from Germany explored how musical training can influence perceptual and cognitive abili-

to enjoy. ties of children. The investigators found that the neurophysiological mechanisms that underlie syntax
processing in music and language are developed earlier and more robustly in children who have music edu-
. cation.
Music is the shorthand of

emotion. . ) o ) - )
Children who practice a musical instrument experience enhanced verbal ability and nonverbal reasoning,

Leo Tolst according to a 2008 study from Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and Harvard Medical School. The

~Leo Tolstoy

investigators found that children who received at least three years of instrumental music training were
superior to their peers on auditory discrimination abilities, fine motor skills, vocabulary, and nonverbal
reasoning skills.

Kraus and her colleagues have done much of their own research showing that music training may improve
how children process sounds for language and emotion. Researchers in her lab also were the first to pro-
vide concrete evidence that playing a music instrument significantly boosts the sensitivity of the brain-

stem to sounds of speech.
1

speaxs. Kraus and her researchers have found that the ability of the nervous system to utilize sound patterns

correlates with the ability to read and to hear speech in noise. They have also found that the effective-

ness of the nervous system to use sound patterns is as
that the nervous systems of musicians are more effective at utilizing both music and speech patterns.

It seems clear that music education has a significant
been said that music is a universal language, and for all children, and especially those who have learning
disabilities and challenges, music education may be one way to reach these young people and help them

get over some of the hurdles they face

San Antonio Ragtime Society

The San Antonio Ragtime Society is a group that enjoys great American, syncopated, piano music. We get
together on even numbered months for a oOmeeting, 6 I i st
ragtime, you can hear about other ragtime events in San Antonio. You can find sources for ragtime music

and recordings, piano teachers and learn about other resources.

In May we sponsor a Ragtime Festival, bringing in guest pianists to Market Square and to Radius for two
days of free ragtime music in downtown San Antonio. In November we sponsor a concert and contest for
young ragtime players. Look for Alamo Music Center and SA Ragtime in Market Square this upcoming May.
To find out more, visit the website or contact Vicki McRae at 210 -522-1265. www.saragtime.com



http://www.aaas.org/
http://www.aaas.org/
http://www.emaxhealth.com/1506/6/34689/music-therapy-can-benefit-many.html
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| thought | 8dd take some space and brag a little bit

part of the music and business history of San Antonio, growing along with the city for over 80 years.

Visit our website for a nostalgic review,  www.alamomusic.com Visit us on www.facebook.com, click on

our old TV commercials and enjoy the sense of fun we created in the ad campaigns. Besides all the

music, fun and memories, our business relationship within the community can be summed up in one

word: longevity. We are still here. We are  THE only full service music store in San Antonio and the
Ted Barsalou works for Alamo i i R . ,
Music Center as Outreach and surrounding areas. What is meant by OFull service?o

Promotions ~ Coordinator and any other music retail outlet, and that includes:
Editor of this newsletter.

New and used instrument sales:  Piano, Digital Pianos, Keyboards, Band, Orchestra, Guitars, Basses, Drums, Percussion, Re-
cording, Sound reinforcement, Lighting.

Accessory Sales and Inventory Warehouse  : One of the largest and busiest departments in our store.
School of Music:  All music education classes available at both locations

Full Electronic Service and Repair: Amps, Keyboards, Guitars, Recording, and Vintage Gear.

Band Instrument Repair Shop : All Brass instruments, All Woodwind instruments.

Stringed Instrument Repair Shop: Symphonic and Orchestral instruments repaired.

Guitar Shop : Acoustic and Electric guitar repairs, major or minor.

Piano Shop Service and Repairs:  Moving, Storage, Tuning, Maintenance, Repairs, Refurbishing, Refinishing and Replacement
Parts.

These service departments, when combined with our broad inventory and serving staff (at both store locations) make Alamo
Music Center your only COMPLETE ONE STOP MUSI C STORE. Hereds a

Guitar Showroom fi Downtown

Piano Showreom = Downtown

Zach Marr



